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sive, holistic program of care and support for ter mi
the focus to comfort care (palliative) for pain reli
tient's illnesso For complete de&tMEBi lgovii Medbheme fei/ Ho G «

Patients with Medicare Part A can get hospice care b

= Care must

b f-comt iaf Mediltas gi ce
= Primary phy

e
sician and hospice physician certifies
e
n
S

i
mont hs or | ess to |ive
= Patient signs a statement to elect hospice benefit
mi nal il Il ness-si ns%rdoscsei cneayCapply for certain drugs
Af ter certification, patient may elect the hospice b

= Two 90 day periods foll owed by atawngermiadesd number
= After 2dAnrdg, p20i od, evecgr tsiufbiseatuiean mest include ©pr
had atféHface encounter with patient to recertify | ife

Medi care pays hospice agencies a daily rate for weact

services provided on a given day. The rate covers t hi

of hospice care:

= Routine honPeatcieernd i s not in crisis, not getting co
skilled nursing facility or an assisted |Iiving faci

= Continuous :h®&maagamwdhen both of these apply 1.) pa
that isn't an inpatient facility; 2.) care consi sts

= Il npatient WTespgive pateent's caregiver a rest, pati e
facility for up to 5 consequent days

= Gener al i_ npAatpiaetnite nctareel:ect s hospice care in an inpa
tom management that can't be managed in other settd]i
ospice Quality Reporting Program

MS posts the FY2020 successful hospices in the USA
ents as required under the Soci al Security Act. The
o the care provéedeidf bgd Medspgiace progr ams.

The Westhampton Council on Aging counts on YOUR support to
continue our important programming for local seniors!

I would like to contribute to the Westhampton COA. My contribution of $ is attached.
(Please write your check to The Friends of the Westhampton Council on Aging, write "program support fund”
in the memo line, and mail to Charlotte Wood, 14 Perry Hill Rd. Westhampton, MA 01027.)

Name
Address

Thank You for Helping to Support Your Neighbors!
Westhampton Council on Aging
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Seniors Aware of Fire Education Reglonal News ‘

Seniorth

SAFE

June seems to be the beginning of the cooking out-
doors season. Here are a few ways to barbecue
?]afelys. (Sorry, no special recipes will be shared

ere.

= Use all barbecue grills outdoors and at least 10

feet from the side of any building.

Never leave a burning grill unattended.

Children should never play near grills or propane

cylinders.

= Grills may only be used on first floor decks, pati-
os, and balconies if there is an outdoor
Istairlway to the ground, or if it is on the ground
evel.

= Grills are prohibited from being used on any
porch, deck or balcony that has a roof or an
overhang.

= Keep all LP gas outside and away from buildings.
LP gas is heavier than air and is a real fire risk.
Keep LP gas 10 feet from building openings such
as doors, windows, dryer
vents and 20 feet from air intakes and all ignition
sources.

= With charcoal grills, use only charcoal lighter flu-
id to start them. Once there are lit coals,
NEVER add more lighter fluid. Flames do travel
very quickly up the stream of fluid causing seri-
ous burns.

= Dispose charcoal ashes in a metal container.

=
=

. Would you like to receive your newsletter, in
Enjoy barbecue season SAFELY, color, by email instead of snail mail?
--Worth Noyes, SAFE Educator

Williamsburg & Cummington Fire Departments If so, please email Kristen at

regionalcoanews@gmail.com to be put on
the email list. Include your address so I will know

The Senior SAFE program is sponsored by mary of which mailing list to take you off of. Thanks!

your fire departments and the
Massachusetts Department of Fire Services.

Oh, Those Scammers

They are so clever, always alert to what will work. I have two topics for you. One is vaccination cards, a prized
commaodity for many of us. The other is an example of a scam, or not...

Vaccination cards — those little white cards with your full name and birthdate and vaccination info. There are also
official records of your shots but this card is the record you can control. I read that you should leave the original in
a safe place (maybe with your Social Security card?) and carry a copy or a photo of the card for if you need it. At
this point, we don't know when the card might be needed again, so keep it safe. Some recommend laminating it
but that could make the ink run, and would keep you from adding information, e.g., about a booster shot. Of
course, you know to not take a picture with your bil’chate showing and post it online...

The second topic is based on a mailing a friend received. It is a “Prayer by Letters” from Saint Matthew’s Churches
in Tulsa. They sent a letter, two flyers, and a prayer rug. They will pray for you if you return the prayer rug and
perhaps a donation. The Church is a 501(c)(3) organization, a registered charity, but Charity Navigator has no rat-
ings for it. Some folks have written heartfelt complaints about being taken for large sums of money. I could not,
however, determine if it is or is not a scam. What struck me was how well they played to many different triggers
to solicit money, offering the possibility that their prayers could bring prosperity, increased wisdom, a secure fu-
ture, physical healing, peace, and other desirable things. Watch out - they can touch us all!

Carefully,
Jean O'Neil, TRIAD committee member
413-268-2228, jeanoneilmass@gmail.com




